
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL

16th January, 2019

Meeting commenced:     9.30 a.m.
                                                                            “            adjourned:    11.50 a.m.
                                                                            “        re-convened:    12.05 p.m.
                                                                            “                  ended:    12.30 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Ronnie Wilson - Ceremonial Mayor and Chair
  

Mr Paul Dennett - City Mayor

Councillors Derek Antrobus, Samantha Bellamy, Barbara Bentham, 
Paula Boshell, Tanya Burch, Christopher Clarkson, Stephen Coen, 
Jillian Collinson, Richard Critchley, Jim Dawson, Stuart Dickman, Peter 
Dobbs, Laura Edwards, John Ferguson, Heather Fletcher, Karen 
Garrido, Robin Garrido, Jane Hamilton, Bill Hinds, Jimmy Hunt, David 
Jolley, Roger Jones, Tracy Kelly, Jim King, David Lancaster, Ari 
Leitner, Kate Lewis, Mike McCusker, Charlie McIntyre, Ray Mashiter, 
John Merry, Margaret Morris, John Mullen, Wilson Nkurunziza, 
Stephen Ord, Mike Pevitt, Gina Reynolds, Neil Reynolds, Brendan 
Ryan, Arnold Saunders, Robert Sharpe, Peter Taylor, Les Turner, Joan 
Walsh, John Walsh, John Warmisham, Barry Warner, Michael Wheeler 
and Paul Wilson. 

51. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Michele Barnes, 
Adrian Brocklehurst, Bob Clarke, Peter Connor, Stephen Hesling, Sophia Linden, 
Iain Lindley, Lisa Stone and Colette Weir. 

52. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

53. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meetings held on 21st November and 19th December, 2018 were 
approved as correct records.

54. PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Questions were received as follows and replied to accordingly:-

(a) From Mr Roy Harding

“Swinton and Pendlebury is one of two areas in Salford that, presently do not 
have Community Committees.



Will the Council commit to working with interested local groups/organisations 
to re-establish as soon as possible in 2019, the Swinton and Pendlebury 
Community Committee, allowing the local residents to once again become 
more actively involved in their community?”

Councillor Tracy Kelly, Lead Member for Housing and Neighbourhoods, replied in 
November 2015, following consultation with members and primarily due to low 
attendances, the Swinton and Pendlebury Community Committee had themselves 
taken the decision to move away from traditional meetings and instead holding 
regular community network events. She added if the Community Committee wished 
to review this decision and then, if felt appropriate, agree to revert to meeting on a bi-
monthly basis they could do so, but the earliest such a change could be introduced 
was after the annual general meeting in June 2019.

(b) From Mrs Carol Boyce

"Given that Salford City Council intends to terminate Urban Vision's contract 
to provide planning services to the Council and bring the service in-house, 
how will the new planning service mitigate the current untenable situation 
where local communities are left to negotiate directly with contractors and 
developers in order to ensure protection of residents and the local 
environment?"

Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 
Development, replied he was confident the existing high standard of provision would 
be maintained when Urban Vision’s contract ended in 2020 and these services 
transferred back to Salford City Council. In terms of mitigating the impact of 
construction sites on existing surrounding neighbourhoods, he said the City Council 
would ensure they did this through the enforcement powers available to them, 
though there were many matters in this regard which unfortunately, they had no 
control over. Notwithstanding that, he would be happy to meet with Mrs Boyce 
outside of the meeting to discuss any specific issues which were impacting on her 
and other local residents and endeavour to find a satisfactory resolution to these.

55. RECEIPT OF PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS

No petitions, or communications, were submitted.

56 MEMBERSHIP OF MAYORAL TEAM, COMMITTEES AND PANELS AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OUTSIDE BODIES 2018/19
(Previous Minute 40 - 21st November 2018)

The City Mayor submitted a report detailing the following amendments to the 
membership of the Mayoral Team, committees, panels and representatives on 
outside bodies for the Municipal Year 2018/19.



(a) Mayoral Team

Position New Member Replacing

Executive Support 
for 

Social Care and Mental 
Health

Councillor Jane Hamilton Councillor Robert Sharpe

(b) Membership of Committees and Panels

Committee/Panel New Member Replacing

Children’s Scrutiny Panel arising Labour Group 
vacancy 

Councillor Jane Hamilton

Planning 
and Transportation 
Regulatory Panel

arising Labour Group 
vacancy 

Councillor Jane Hamilton

(c) Representatives on Outside Bodies

Body New Member Replacing

City West Housing Trust 
Board

Councillor Samantha 
Bellamy

Councillor Jane Hamilton

RESOLVED: THAT the amendments to membership of the Mayoral Team, Salford 
City Council committees and panels, and representatives on outside bodies for the 
remainder of the Municipal Year 2018/19, as detailed in the report now submitted 
and summarised above, be noted.

57. SALFORD GREENSPACE STRATEGY SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING 
DOCUMENT

The Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable Development submitted the revised 
Greenspace Strategy Supplementary Planning Document, which had originally been 
adopted by Salford City Council in 2006. A full public consultation on the revised
Strategy had been undertaken between June and August 2017 with the 
representations received during that, together with updated evidence, contributing to 
the final document now presented.

RESOLVED: THAT the revised Greenspace Strategy Supplementary Planning 
Document, be noted.



58. STATEMENT OF THE CITY MAYOR 

The City Mayor made a number of announcements, highlighted issues and made 
comments as follows:-

(a) This was the first full council meeting of 2019 and best wishes were extended for a 
Happy New.

 
(b) Congratulations were extended to the following persons, with connections to Salford, 

who all had been recognised in H.M Queen’s New Year Honours List:-

 Paula Dunn MBE, for services to athletics
 Victoria Anne Dickens MBE, for services to physiotherapy
 Barbara Griffin MBE, for services to the voluntary sector
 Tracy Elizabeth Walsh BEM, for services to culture and community in 

Manchester
 Lewis Thomas Brown BEM, for services to policing 

Councillor Heather Fletcher also made reference to the following further persons 
who had been similarly recognised:-

 Superintendent Umer Khan OBE, for services to policing
 The Very Reverend Rogers Govender MBE, for services to interfaith relations

(c) Details were provided on the provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 
2019/20. Since 2010 Salford City Council had seen its revenue budget reduced by 
£198m and the provisional settlement acknowledged the need to redistribute the 
financial resources to local authorities on the basis of need, through the allocation of 
£180m from the levy surplus on business rates income. This had also been 
supplemented by H.M. Government intending to maintain the current arrangements 
for the New Homes Bonus, together with one off support for winter pressures and 
on-going social care pressures. This however, was countered by H.M. Government 
overlooking concerns raised about the Negative Revenue Support Grant, meaning a 
total of £152.9m, which otherwise would have been redistributed, being retained by 
the individual local authorities concerned, with the main beneficiaries of this relatively 
affluent areas of the country. Similarly the Minister of Housing, Communities and 
Local Government’s recent announcement that, councils in England were to share 
an extra £1.3b, failed to mention this was based on the assumption local authorities 
would be increasing Council Tax to the limit of 2.99%, so in reality allowing central 
government to reduce their settlement by £1b.

(d) At a time when H.M. Government were proposing to put £16m into the Rural 
Services Delivery Grant, there was no additional funding for policing. In Greater 
Manchester, despite a backdrop of increasing crime, there had been £250bn 
reduction in this service area since 2010 and a loss of 3,000 police officers and 
support staff. Local authorities and police and crime commissioners had been 
advised if they wished to increase police officer numbers, they should fund this 
through the precept within Council Tax bills. This represented another example of 
H.M. Government’s apparent view that, it was acceptable to use such regressive 
forms of taxation to finance local government.  



(e) On 7th January 2019 council leaders from across Greater Manchester had joined 
with Andy Burnham, the Mayor for Greater Manchester, to set out a clear vision for 
the region, driving health, wellbeing, work and jobs, housing, transport, skills, training 
and economic growth. At the heart of this Greater Manchester Strategy, would be the 
Local Industrial Strategy and the Good Employment Charter, together with the 
development of a Greater Manchester Infrastructure Strategy.

 (f) The recent findings of the Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) study into new 
rail and Metrolink stations across the region, had identified Little Hulton as one of 
eight potential sites which would now be subject to more detailed design work. New 
thinking and investment into integrated transport in Salford and across the region, 
were fundamental to reducing road congestion and meeting obligations for cleaner 
air

(g) In September 2018, the Mayor for Greater Manchester had announced a two year 
trial of pass allowing free bus travel for 16 to18 year olds. This provided them with a 
passport to study, undertake apprenticeships, or work, as well as access to free, or 
reduced entry, to a variety of cultural, sporting and leisure activities

(h) The revised draft Greater Manchester Spatial Framework (GMSF) - Greater 
Manchester Plan for Homes Jobs and the Environment 2019, was now open for a 
period of public consultation, between 21st January and 18th March 2019. A brief 
overview of the GMSF’s contents and objectives was provided, particularly in terms 
of meeting the housing needs of the region and Salford. 
 

(i) In tandem with the GMSF was Salford’s own Local Plan, on which public 
consultation commenced on 25th January, 2019. The Local Plan aimed to tackle the 
inequality sometimes caused by the planning system, which favoured developers, 
rather than meeting the social, housing and infrastructure needs of Salford and its 
citizens.

(j) In conclusion he said it was now time for the current Conservative Government to
call a General Election and make way for a Labour one.

59. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO THE CITY MAYOR 

Q1. Councillor Robin Garrido said the Conservative Group had a number of reservations 
with regard to the GMSF and would be raising these as part of the forthcoming 
consultation process, Chief amongst them was a feeling it did not protect existing 
greenspace, particularly in the Worsley and Boothstown areas of Salford and there 
needed to be a greater emphasis on the use of brownfield sites for development. 

Councillor Derek Antrobus, Lead Member for Planning and Sustainable 
Development, replied that there was already a commitment to use brownfield sites 
and a comprehensive study to identify all such areas in Salford had been 
undertaken. In addition, through the GMSF, Salford was the only area in the region 
which would see an increase in greenbelt land, which in the main would be 
concentrated in Worsley.



The City Mayor welcomed the comments made by Councillor Antrobus and agreed 
the utilisation of brownfield sites was a long standing policy of Salford City Council. 
He added that the real danger to the greenbelt was not the GMSF, but the possibility 
its objectives and safeguards were undermined by H.M. Government’s planning 
policy.

Q2. Councillor Robin Garrido said there was a need to ensure the City had an 
infrastructure to match its continuing expansion. In terms of social housing, he 
suggested since 2010, more new social housing had been created in the UK, than 
had been in the immediate preceding period under a Labour government. He also 
referred to the City Mayor’s acknowledgement of the level of H.M Government 
funding which had been received by Salford City Council

The City Mayor agreed that the record of the last Labour Government in the creation 
of new social housing had not matched demand, but these failings had continued 
since 2010. In terms of H.M. Government funding he commented that, while this was 
acknowledged, it had to be measured against the spending cuts the City Council had 
continued to face since 2010, together with the caveats he had prevuiosly mentioned 
(see Minute 58(c)). He also added the Local Government Finance Settlement had 
been subject to consultation and asked whether the Conservative Group had 
engaged with this to influence H.M. Government and urge it to provide Salford City 
Council with the appropriate financial resources, to allow it to deliver the services 
required by its citizens.

Q3. Councillor Bill Hinds, Lead Member for Finance and Support Services, commented 
that Salford had an increasing population and the housing demands this created had 
to be addressed, but new homes had to be spread across the City as whole, not just 
concentrated in its existing traditional inner urban areas. He added that housing and 
infrastructure were areas which H.M. Government had failed to adequately invest in, 
both nationally and in Salford.

Councillor Tracy Kelly, Lead Member for Housing and Neighbourhoods, stressed the 
importance of realising the GMSF’s ambitions for affordable housing.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments, which he endorsed.

Q4. Councillor John Merry, Deputy City Mayor, said the City Mayor should be 
commended for his role in drafting the GMSF, a document which would deliver for 
Greater Manchester and Salford.

The City Mayor welcomed this endorsement and agreed the GMSF would deliver the 
housing requirements for the region. 

Q5. Councillor Karen Garrido said she welcomed the proposals within the GMSF for the 
creation of affordable housing, but did not believe many of these homes would be 
built in the Worsley and Boothstown areas of Salford. She also suggested there 
needed to be a greater emphasis on meeting the housing needs of older people.

The City Mayor said he welcomed these comments regarding affordable housing 
and the GMSF aimed to deliver this in all areas of the City. Similarly the GMSF had a 



commitment to addressing the housing demands of older people, which was coupled 
with Salford’s status as an Age Friendly City.

Q6. Councillor Paul Wilson expressed support for any proposals which would lead to the 
regeneration of Buile Hill Park Mansion, but sought assurances these would not 
include the building of houses within the park itself.

The City Mayor said the proposals for Buile Hill Park did not involve the building of 
houses. A full briefing paper on these would be provided to elected member in due 
course, as well as comprehensive engagement with the local community.  

Q7. Councillor Arnold Saunders referred to the recent sad deaths of Manchester West 
Senior Coroner, Professor Jennifer Leeming and BBC TV presenter, Diane Oxberry, 
and extended condolences to their families and friends.

He also sought clarification from the City Mayor as to what services he felt Council 
Tax should fund.

The City Mayor agreed the purpose of Council Tax was for the provision of local 
services, but there was a growing need for an evaluation of which of these should be 
funded by central government.

Q8. Councillor Ari Leitner referred to a incident involving the fly-tipping of asbestos waste 
and the delays for this be removed, partially due to uncertainty as to whether the 
area concerned was in Salford, or neighbouring Bury.

The City Mayor said he would liaise with the Lead Member for Environment and 
Community Safety to ensure this waste was removed, if it hadn’t already been. He 
agreed the uncertainty regarding the location and the local authority responsible 
should not have proved to be a cause for delay, particularly in view of the dangerous 
nature of the waste.

 
Q9. Councillor Jim King welcomed the ambitions contained within the GMSF to make 

Greater Manchester a carbon neutral region by 2038, as well as the creation of 
50,000 affordable homes, but asked whether there was any potential for the target 
date for the former to be brought forward.

The City Mayor said both ambitions would prove a challenge, but every effort would 
be made to realise them and before the intended targets dates if possible.

Q10. Councillor Karen Garrido asked how the amount of H.M. Government funding 
Salford City Council received for 2019/20, compared with that of the previous Labour 
Government in the final full financial year immediately prior to 2010.

The City Mayor said he would ask the Chief Finance Officer (Section 151 Officer) 
answer to provide a response to this question.

Q11. Councillor Robert Sharpe referred the Little Hulton and Walkden councillors working 
together with local residents and successfully addressing issues of concern and 



making improvements to the area for the benefit of the community. Councillor Kate 
Lewis echoed these comments.

Councillor Karen Garrido said she hoped there was no inference that this was 
something not all elected members did for their respective wards. Councillor Les 
Turner added that, all councillors, irrespective of their political allegiance, routinely 
worked hard on behalf of their constituencies.

Councillor Margaret Morris made reference to the work of Winton councillors.

The City Mayor commented that the role of local councillors was often undervalued 
and encouraged all elected members to continue their hard work for the benefit of 
both their own wards and the City as a whole.

Q12. Councillor Richard Critchley referred to the recent re-opening of the refurbished 
Worsley Leisure Centre and extended thanks to everyone who had been involved 
with this project, creating an excellent community facility.

The City Mayor welcomed these comments, which he endorsed.

Q13. Councillor Kate Lewis welcomed the heavy rail proposals for Little Hulton, but 
stressed the importance of the views of local residents being sought and listened to 
throughout the process, as these were taken forward.

The City Mayor agreed that there was a need to engage and provide reassurance to 
local residents.

Q14. Councillor Les Turner said he believed adult social care should be funded centrally, 
rather than through local taxation. He however did not believe an election of a 
Labour Government would provide a solution to the many challenges which faced 
the UK.

The City Mayor welcomed the comments regarding the provision of social care and 
added he hoped the long awaited green paper on the matter, would provide realistic, 
long term and sustainable funding proposals.

(At this point in proceedings (12.30 p.m.) the Ceremonial Mayor announced the three 
hours allocated for the transaction of the items of business listed on the agenda, as 
set out in the Salford City Council Constitution, had been exceeded and in view that, 
no member had proposed an extension, declared the meeting closed and indicated 
all outstanding items, as detailed below, unless otherwise stated, would be deferred 
to the next meeting on 20th March 2019.)

60. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CABINET MEMBERS

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 20th 
March 2019.



61. GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS TO CHAIRS OF SCRUTINY PANELS

RESOLVED: THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 20th 
March 2019.

62.   GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE DISCHARGE OF FUNCTIONS 
OF JOINT AUTHORITIES AND OUTSIDE BODIES

RESOLVED: (1) THAT this item be deferred to the next meeting to be held on 20th 
March 2019.

 (2) THAT the updates submitted in relation to the recent activities of the 
following bodies, be noted:-

 CityCo 
 The Lowry Centre Trust 
 Manchester Port Health Authority 
 North West Employers Organisation
 Salfordian Trust
 Salford Royal Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
 Salix Parent Board 
 Centre for Local Economic Strategies 
 City West Board
 General Assembly of the University of Manchester
 LGIU Local Government Flood Forum
 Salford Unemployed Community Resource Centre

 A full audio/visual recording of these proceedings can be found on the Salford City 
Council website Council 16 January 2019 Webcast   

https://salford.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/394642

